
Why were the Jim Crow laws passed? 

 

White people had to make free slaves more equal, soon the white people feared that they 

would lose there status as superior to blacks. So these laws were made out of fear that the 

blacks would become better than the white people. 

 

 

 

Who is Jim Crow? 

 

Jim Crow was not a real person. He was originally a black man from a song. In the 19th 

century "Jim Crow" was a way of characterizing black people. By the 1890's "Jim Crow" took 

on an additional meaning, subordination and separation. 

 

 

 

When and Where were the first Jim Crow laws passed? 

 

The first Jim Crow Law was passed in 1888 in Louisiana. 

 

 

 

What were the Jim Crow laws? 

 

The laws were examples of social- control legislation. The laws segregated blacks from 

whites. There were separate schools, restaurants, bathrooms, etc.  

The white people were treated better than the blacks were. They were laws in which the 

government dictated how citizens should act. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



“It shall be unlawful for a negro and white person to play together or in company 
with each other in any game of cards or dice, dominoes or checkers.” 
—Birmingham, Alabama, 1930  

 

“Marriages are void when one party is a white person and the other is possessed 
of one-eighth or more negro, Japanese, or Chinese blood.” 
—Nebraska, 1911  

“Separate free schools shall be established for the education of children of 

African descent; and it shall be unlawful for any colored child to attend any white 
school, or any white child to attend a colored school.” 
—Missouri, 1929  

 

“All railroads carrying passengers in the state (other than street railroads) shall 
provide equal but separate accommodations for the white and colored races, by 
providing two or more passenger cars for each passenger train, or by dividing 

the cars by a partition, so as to secure separate accommodations.” 
—Tennessee, 1891  

 

Nurses: No person or corporation shall require any white female nurse to nurse 

in wards or rooms in hospitals, either public or private, in which negro men are 
placed. Alabama 

 

Barbers: No colored barber shall serve as a barber [to] white women or girls. 
Georgia  

Burial: The officer in charge shall not bury, or allow to be buried, any colored 

persons upon ground set apart or used for the burial of white persons. Georgia  

Parks: It shall be unlawful for colored people to frequent any park owned or 
maintained by the city for the benefit, use and enjoyment of white persons...and 
unlawful for any white person to frequent any park owned or maintained by the 

city for the use and benefit of colored persons. Georgia  

Wine and Beer: All persons licensed to conduct the business of selling beer or 
wine...shall serve either white people exclusively or colored people exclusively 

and shall not sell to the two races within the same room at any time. Georgia  

Textbooks: Books shall not be interchangeable between the white and colored 
schools, but shall continue to be used by the race first using them. North 

Carolina  



Libraries: The state librarian is directed to fit up and maintain a separate place 

for the use of the colored people who may come to the library for the purpose of 
reading books or periodicals. North Carolina  

Child Custody: It shall be unlawful for any parent, relative, or other white 

person in this State, having the control or custody of any white child, by right of 
guardianship, natural or acquired, or otherwise, to dispose of, give or surrender 

such white child permanently into the custody, control, maintenance, or support, 
of a negro. South Carolina 

Theaters: Every person...operating...any public hall, theatre, opera house, 
motion picture show or any place of public entertainment or public assemblage 

which is attended by both white and colored persons, shall separate the white 
race and the colored race… Virginia  

 

 

 


