
ROSA PARKS  

Rosa parks was a strong independent full of pride kind of woman, she didnt feel that she 

needed to be treated differently because of her race.  

Rosa Parks's childhood brought her early experiences with racial discrimination and 

activism for racial equality. After her parents separated, Rosa's mother moved the family 

to Pine Level, Alabama to live with her parents, Rose and Sylvester Edwards—both 

former slaves and strong advocates for racial equality; the family lived on the Edwards' 

farm, where Rosa would spend her youth.  

Through the rest of Rosa's education, she attended segregated schools in Montgomery, 

Alabama. She left school quite early.  

In 1932, at age 19, Rosa met and married Raymond Parks, a barber and an active 

member of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People. With 

Raymond's support, Rosa earned her high school degree in 1933. She soon became 

actively involved in civil rights issues. 

Although she had become a symbol of the Civil Rights Movement, Rosa Parks suffered 

hardship in the months following her arrest in Montgomery and the subsequent boycott. 

She lost her department store job and her husband was fired after his boss forbade him 

to talk about his wife or their legal case. Unable to find work, they eventually left 

Montgomery; the couple, along with Rosa's mother, moved to Detroit, Michigan. There, 

Rosa made a new life for herself, working as a secretary and receptionist 

 

MLK 

From the start, his personality was filled with bravery and determination. He was looked 

upon as a role model then and now  

Patience: It wasn’t one speech that put an end to segregation in the United States. It 

wasn’t one march, one demonstration, one sit-in. It was multiple attempts on various 

accounts that finally got the message out there. Martin Luther King, Jr. had to have 

patience throughout this time if he truly wanted to succeed. He knew that things 

wouldn’t change overnight.  

Leadership: MLK was the one that took the leadership position during the fight for 

equality. 

Bravery: Obviously, it took mass amounts of courage to stand up to thousands, even 

millions, of people and proclaim his dream. 

Persistence: Even from the confines of Birmingham Jail, Martin Luther King, Jr. did not 

stop fighting for what he believed in. 

heroism, civility and the non-violent ideal 

 



Malcolm X 

Real name : Malcolm Little 

A delinquent when he was young. His motto at the time : trust no one, know your enemy 

well 

He was very intelligent, but also very volatile and violent. He went to jail for assault, and 

there's where he became part of the Black Muslims. 

In prison, after earning the nickname “Satan” for his difficult  temper and preference for 

solitary confinement, Malcolm starts educating himself.   

His embracing of Islam transforms him from someone only  interested in earning money any 

way he can into a responsible individual interested in educating and enriching himself. 

As Minister Malcolm X, Malcolm develops confidence and credibility as a religious leader and 

media personality.  Contrary to MLK, he calls for a more active approach to racial politics in 

the US.  

When Malcolm leaves the Nation of Islam, he adopts the name El-Hajj Malik El-Shabazz and 

begins arguing for worldwide racial tolerance, and  to question the extremist message of the 

Nation of Islam. 

Malcolm X was well read, articulate, a powerful orator, and also a rare different voice for 

young Blacks. His experience was the same as many young blacks who lived in poor areas, 

that’s why he appealed to them.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


