
A classic : The « balcony scene » in Romeo and Juliet 

FILM Baz Luhrman’s ‘ Romeo + Juliet ‘ (1996) 

A. Watch  the scene that corresponds  to Act 2 scene 2 in the movie. There are 3 clear parts.  

 

1. How does the scene differ from what you expected? (modern setting) 

2. What parts are they and what does each one focus on?  

3. At the beginning of the scene, Romeo is extremely clumsy. What is the intended effect of this 

clumsiness?  

4. Throughout the scene, the lovers keep alluding to the physical attraction between them.  

- List the allusions you have noticed.  

- What is the effect of these allusions?  

5. What tools does the director use to respect the main ideas of the balcony scene while 

transposing it into a modern setting?  

6. Is he successful in making it both modern and traditional?  

 

 

SHAKESPEARE ‘s TRAGEDY (1597) 

 

B. Now read the scene on document given.  

1. Can you find the 3 parts and give them a title or summary?  

2. Focus on Romeo first monologue. What does the first metaphor for Juliet emphasize?  

3. Highlight some lines which have contributed to turning this scene into one of the most 

romantic scenes in literature.  

 

WEST SIDE STORY (1961) 

C. Watch the equivalent to the balcony scene in one of the most famous rewritings of Romeo 

and Juliet: the musical “West Side Story” directed by Jerome Robbins and Robert Wise.  

1. Why do you think the love between Tony and Maria is impossible?  

2. List the elements that are close to the Romeo and Juliet balcony scene.  

3. Find other examples of novels or movies that can be considered ‘rewritings’ of 

Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet.  

 

Movies to watch : 

Shakespeare in Love (1998) 

West Side Story (1961) + a new one that is supposed to come out in 2020, directed by Stephen 

Spielberg. 

 

 


