
SCRIPT:  

Dr Charlie Huenemann: Frankenstein is a great novel, not only is it fun to read but it 

also raises big questions about what it is to be human, about having friends and 

family and about educating oneself. 

Dr Brian McCuskey: It also raises a big question about scientific knowledge. Are 

there some things we should not know? In this video we will explore with you 

some of the moral questions raised by the science of Frankenstein: can we 

keep ourselves from creating new monsters? 

Voice over: Of course we know that science has done many great things for us and 

we hope it will save us from any of the real dangers we now face. Think of infectious 

diseases and advances in medicine, think also of the threat of global warming and 

the development of new energy technology. And think of the ways technology has 

made our lives richer and safer and has allowed for greater communication. But 

scientific knowledge has a darker side as well. That single iconic image is enough to 

cause us to reflect that technology can give us very dangerous things that we only 

hope we can control.  

It is interesting that when Victor Frankenstein first creates the creature, his response 

is not one of great triumph. What Frankenstein creates is a monster, a being that falls 

outside nature’s given categories, a thing which once created, can no longer be 

controlled. That is the source of Frankenstein’s horror: once he’s seen what he’s 

done, he knows he’s gone too far in penetrating nature’s secrets and this leads us to 

a set of questions for you to think about as you read the work and discuss it with your 

friends.  

Are there some things we shouldn’t mess with? In your lifetime, we will have the 

capacity to create new forms of life, our own monsters. These may be bacteria and 

viruses, new kinds of food and maybe new animals or, new versions of old animals 

as in Jurassic Park. Can we do this while at the same time keeping any kind of 

control over what we create? 

How far should we go in tinkering with humanity? The same technology that will 

allow for gene therapy will also allow us to design humans to our own specifications. 

What about engineering super athletes or super geniuses, what about allowing 

prospective parents to decide what features their children should have? Is there a 

way to manage these capabilities without human society going totally off the rails? 

What about the possibility of artificial intelligence? As we develop smarter and 

smarter artificial systems, it is perhaps only a matter of time before we create 

something with a mind of its own. What special moral challenges will we face when 

we do this? Will we count them as humans with the same set of rights and 

obligations? Will pulling a plug constitute murder? 

[“... learn from my miseries, and do not seek to increase your own.” Marie Shelley, 

Frankenstein] 



Compte rendu : 

In the video, two university professors present the way the novel Frankenstein raises 

ethical and moral questions/issues about the limits of science.  

For instance, when the doctor sees his creature come to life, he suddenly realises he 

has gone too far. Frankenstein can be considered as a cautionary tale/a warning against 

the dangers of uncontrolled scientific experiments. Frankenstein is a philosophical tale, which 

invites the readers to question the limits of science and scientists to take responsibility for 

their inventions and be cautious.  

The same moral questions can be applied to the development of technology and 

Artificial Intelligence today.  

The doctors first shed a positive light on some scientific innovations that have 

allowed curing diseases for example or the development of new energy technology. It 

has allowed better communication and a safer life for many people.  

 But science has a “darker side” and could become uncontrollable.  

That is when they draw a parallel between the dangerous consequences of scientific 

innovations such as global warming (as polar bears and other animals are 

disappearing + the atomic bomb) and Victor Frankenstein’s creation/creature.  

In fact, the doctors are warning us against the dangers of playing God when it comes 

to science, which is a topical issue today with the development of gene therapy (ex: 

super athletes or designer babies) or artificial intelligence (ex: are we going to create 

a sort of AI that has a “mind of its own”?) 

The document raises issues but does not give straight-forward answers.  Although the 

professors guide us/ their students with their questions, they want us/students to reflect and 

ponder about the double-edged sword that science can be.   

It ends with a quote from Mary Shelley’s novel “Frankenstein or the modern Prometheus” (a 

sentence said by the monster in the novel) 

 

 


