
The Curious incident of the dog in the night-time 

Introduction 

 

I. The title : what strikes you ?  

 

 

Observe the choice of the adjective “curious”. What is the best definition when you read 

the title? 

□ interested in learning about people and things  

□ strange and unusual 

 

II. The book front cover : describe it and make hypotheses about the story 

 

 

Description: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Because of the colours, the layout * (mise en 

page/disposition),  the font* (police de caractère) what sort 

of stories does it remind you of?  

 

 

 

 

 

Hypothesis : The story might be about …/ it may be 

about… / I suppose it is ... / we can imagine it is … 

*Garden fork / to impale 

 

 

 



 “The Curious incident of the dog in the night-time” 

It is a quote from the Sherlock Holmes short story called ‘’Silver Blaze” (by Sir Arthur Conan 

Doyle). What clue does it give about the genre of this novel? 

 

Now focus on the back cover blurb and the layout + drawings. In what way does it relate to 

the style of books you could imagine from the front cover?  

 

 

What do you learn from the reviews?  

 

 

Highlight information about the genre (in red), the main character (in blue), what he is 

going to do (in yellow) and what happened (in green)  

 

 

 

The Curious incident of the dog in the night-time is a 

murder-mystery novel like no other. The detective, 

and narrator, is Christopher Boone. Christopher is 

fifteen and has Asperger’s syndrome. He knows a 

very great deal about maths and very little about 

human beings. He loves lists, patterns and the truth. 

He hates the colour yellow and brown and being 

touched. He has never gone further than the end of 

the road on his own, but when he finds a 

neighbour’s dog murdered, he sets out on a 

terrifying journey which will turn his world upside 

down.  

 

Define what the word ‘journey’ mean here.  What is the difference with the word ‘trip’?  

 

What is Asperger’s syndrome?  


