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British Empire Map extract from The Graphic Magazine, 1886 

 

 

Document 2 : 
 
https://www.yout-ube.com/watch?v=PuDQ6B1ygFo 

 

 

Document 3 :  

The arrival of the British certainly disrupted traditional African culture and ways of living. It 
widened the gap between African chiefs and their people. The families of chieftains often 
gained from British rule. They adopted the English language and British clothes. They were 
educated in Britain. For ordinary West Africans, British rule brought major changes to their 
everyday lives. The British brought in a system of owning, buying and selling land, which 
meant many Africans had to pay rent. This meant that instead of growing crops for food, 
they had to grow crops to sell (to pay the rent). They also found that their traditional crafts 

https://www.yout-ube.com/watch?v=PuDQ6B1ygFo


were sometimes destroyed by competition from goods produced in British factories. It 
changed African economies and made them dependent on trade with Britain.  
Yet, the British invested in the development of roads and railways. They brought new ideas 
about education and medicine (although they also brought diseases with them). They were 
also generally more tolerant of local religions and customs than other European rulers. 
The British had been heavily involved in the West African slave trade in the 1700s. The trade 
was abolished in the early 1800s and the British put a lot of effort into trying to wipe out 
slavery and the slave trade in all of Africa. The Royal Navy stopped slave ships, raided the 
camps of slave traders and co-operated closely with the navies of other countries in the 
campaign against slavery. 
 
Living in the British Empire: Africa, The National Archive 

 

Document 4 

 

 

 

The White Man's Burden 

A cartoon published in 1899 in satirical magazine Judge. Based on Rudyard Kipling's poem, in 
which he encourages the US to follow Britain's example and colonize the Philippines.  

 

 

 

 


