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Queen’s death intensifies criticism of British empire’s violent atrocities 
American commentators, academics and others are calling into reconsideration of 
monarchy’s lasting influences 

The Guardian Sat 10 Sep 2022 11.00 BST Last modified on Mon 12 Sep 2022 19.50 BST 

The death of Queen Elizabeth II revived longstanding criticism in the US over the monarchy’s 
enrichment from the British empire’s violent colonization of African, Asian and Caribbean 
nations and their diasporas. 

Though millions across the world mourned, many also saw the Queen’s passing as a bitter 
reminder of the British empire’s violent exploitation of countries throughout history – 
resulting in decades of suffering, death, and economic and social devastation – and a time to 
renew calls for reparations. 

Harvard University history professor Maya Jasanoff wrote in the New York Times that the 
Queen’s stoic presence in life as a “fixture of stability” underlied a “stolid traditionalist front 
over decades of violent upheaval”. 

She pointed out that months after Elizabeth II learned of her father’s death from treetops in 
Kenya and became queen, British colonial authorities in Kenya suppressed a rebellion 
against the colonial regime known as Mau Mau, which, according to the New York Times, 
“led to the establishment of a vast system of detention camps and the torture, rape, 
castration and killing of tens of thousands of people”. The British government eventually 
paid £20m in a lawsuit by Kenyan survivors. 

In recent years, Queen Elizabeth II, the longest-serving monarch, and the royal family have 
been forced to confront its colonialist past under public pressure and accusations of racism 
within the family. 

Melissa Murray, a law professor at New York University whose family is from Jamaica, 
tweeted that the Queen’s death would “accelerate debates about colonialism, reparations, 
and the future of the Commonwealth”. 
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https://www.theguardian.com/uk/queen
https://history.fas.harvard.edu/people/maya-jasanoff
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/09/08/opinion/queen-empire-decolonization.html
https://www.leighday.co.uk/latest-updates/blog/2017-blogs/the-mau-mau-case-five-years-on/
https://twitter.com/ProfMMurray/status/1567964080069312512?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Etweet
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XxBRqNczusE  

 

Questions 

1. What is this document and what does it deal with ? Identify the main ideas.  

2. Read the tweets and comment on them.  

3. Watch the video until 3’02. What is the main subject ? What questions are asked 

and what are the  guest’s answers ?  

 

Conclusion : What is the common point between the documents ?  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XxBRqNczusE

